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journal homepage: www.ejves.comCorrespondencePostoperative Treatment of Critical Limb IschemiaWe congratulate the authors for their study.1 Although the
results of this study are quite valuable with a satisfying number
of patients, we think that it is essential to deﬁne which therapies
were employed postoperatively, except angiosome concept. We
believe that the treatment of critical limb ischemia (CLI) cannot
be accomplished by surgery alone. These patients typically have
ulcers in their extremities prior to surgery as well. It is well known
that postoperative systemic or speciﬁc treatments for these ulcers
affect minor and major amputation rates. For instance, there are
many studies suggesting that Cilostazole and prostanoids reduce
amputation rates in patients undergoing intervention for CLI.2,3
Hyperbaric oxygen therapy, another method performed with the
same purpose, has been showed to prove beneﬁcial for ischemic
ulcers resistant to successful surgery in patients with CLI.4 In the
light of these data, we feel to underline that the results of vascular
surgical interventions particularly for CLI must be assessed
together with postoperative treatments.References
1 Azuma N, Uchida H, Kokubo T, Koya A, Akasaka N, Sasajima T. Factors inﬂuencing
wound healing of critical ischaemic foot after bypass surgery: is the angiosome
important in selecting bypass target artery? Eur J Vasc Endovasc Surg 2012
Mar;43(3):322–8.
2 Soga Y, Iida O, Hirano K, Suzuki K, Kawasaki D, Miyashita Y, et al. Impact of cil-
ostazol after endovascular treatment for infrainguinal disease in patients with
critical limb ischemia. J Vasc Surg 2011 Dec;54(6):1659–67.
3 Ishii H, Kumada Y, Toriyama T, Aoyama T, Takahashi H, Tanaka M, et al. Effects of
oral cilostazol 100 mg BID on long-term patency after percutaneous transluminal1078-5884/$ – see front matter  2012 European Society for Vascular Surgery. Publishe
doi:10.1016/j.ejvs.2012.03.024angioplasty in patients with femoropopliteal disease undergoing hemodialysis:
a retrospective chart review in Japanese patients. Clin Ther 2010 Jan;32(1):24–33.
4 Grolman RE, Wilkerson DK, Taylor J, Allinson P, Zatina MA. Transcutaneous
oxygen measurements predict a beneﬁcial response to hyperbaric oxygen
therapy in patients with nonhealing wounds and critical limb ischemia. Am
Surg 2001 Nov;67(11):1072–9.O. Gokalp*
Izmir Katip Celebi University, Faculty of Medicine,
Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, Altınvadi Cd. No:85,
D:10 35320 Narlidere/Izmir, Turkey
L. Yilik, I. Yurekli
Izmir Ataturk Education and Research Hospital,
Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, Turkey
S. Gur
Izmir Sifa Hospital, Department of Radiology, Turkey
A. Gurbuz
Izmir Katip Celebi University, Faculty of Medicine,
Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, Altınvadi Cd. No:85,
D:10 35320 Narlidere/Izmir, Turkey
*Corresponding author. Tel.: þ90 5052168813;
fax: þ90 2322431530.
E-mail address: gokalporhan@yahoo.com (O. Gokalp)
Available online 18 April 2012d by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
